
Discovery Center 
at Spencer Creek

Engaging 
curious minds 

to fuel the 
future.









Hands-On 
Environmental Education







Murfree Spring Partners





Discovery Center 
at Spencer Creek

• 5 acres used for 
building and parking lot

• 49 acres conserved as 
floodplain and outdoor 
learning spaces

• Access to 
• Harpeth River
• Harlinsdale Farm
• First United Methodist 

Church

• Treehouse Playground
• Outdoor Classrooms



Why Franklin?







Attendance & Impact 

• 22,627 students served

• 2,000 field study scholarships for free and reduced lunch students

• 91/95 TN Counties visited

• 43/50 states visited

• 8,000 cultural event attendees

• 1,830 active member families, including 300 free

• 1,664 campers





Meetings & Partners
• Franklin First United Methodist Church

• High Hopes

• Waves

• Columbia State Community College

• Williamson County Schools

• Franklin Special School District

• Williamson Inc.

• Franklin Parks

• City of Franklin, Stormwater & Water Management

• Jackson National Life Insurance

• Nissan

• Franklin Synergy

• Lipscomb University

• Battle Ground Academy





Partners in Education











Interns & Volunteers







Traffic Impact

“Based on my observation, the traffic 
generated by the Discovery Center is 
during non-peak hours and as such has 
minimal impact on the adjacent 
roadways in Murfreesboro.” 

Ram Balachandran, P.E., PTOE
Assistant Director/City Traffic Engineer

City of Murfreesboro









Economic Impact

• Museums contribute $21 billion

• They return over five times as much in 
local, state, and federal tax revenue

• 76% of all US leisure travelers visit 
cultural institutions, including museums



Access & Outreach to Rural Counties
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