
DDOOWWNNTTOOWWNN  PPAARRKKIINNGG  SSTTUUDDYY    

PPUUBBLLIICC  MMEEEETTIINNGG  SSUUMMMMAARRYY  
 

1 

   

GENERAL PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY 

The City of Franklin and the Volkert Consultant Team conducted an Open House 

Public Meeting on the Downtown Parking Study on April 10, 2017 from 4:30 – 

6:30 pm in Franklin City Hall. The Open Meeting was framed around four focus 

areas to solicit public reaction, comments, feedback, and opinions on existing 

and future parking challenges and opportunities within the Study Area: 

 

1. Existing Conditions for On-street, Garage, and Surface Lot parking within 

the Study Area. 

2. Draft of a Striping Plan for On-street Parking spaces within the Historic 

Core subarea of the Study Area. 

3. Existing Parking Challenges within the Study Area. 

4. Future Programs and Practices for Parking within the Study Area. 

 

The following written summary provides highlights provided from the Existing 

Parking Challenges Station and the Future Programs and Practice Station. These 

two stations were the two primary public input and comment stations, while the 

Striping Plan Station and the Existing Conditions stations were primarily 

informational. Additional public comments are presented directly in the 

Appendix. The Meeting Summary Appendix contains the Public Meeting 

Announcement/Flyer, comment cards from the meeting, images of the public 

input boards, and the sign-in sheets. 
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EXISTING PARKING CHALLENGES STATION HIGHLIGHTS 

• More parking is needed north of Main Street.  Many people mentioned a 

potential good location for a garage might be where the surface lot is 

behind Starbucks. 

• Church Street is very narrow and hard for cars to park on the street and 

allow for cars to drive through. 

• Several people mentioned eliminating on-street parking on Main Street. 

• One person mentioned only allowing short term parking on Main Street 

(30 minutes to an hour) for people going to the shops/stores on Main 

Street. 

• Some people didn’t like the 4 hour limit for parking spaces. They 

mentioned it was too long of a time period. 

• Employee parking is an issue in terms of location, numbers, and time. 

• Some people thought metered parking should be considered, but others 

disagreed. 

 

FUTURE PROGRAMS AND PRACTICES HIGHLIGHTS 

• The most noted focus area was Alternative Modes. Most feedback 

revolved around ride-sharing (Lyft/Uber) or increased transit 

opportunities. 

• Multiple comments related to concerns over downtown becoming a 

“tourist only zone.” Some expressed concerns that parking issues were 

contributing to Main Street transitioning away from locally owned 

businesses. 

• The parking ambassador program generated interest from numerous 

public meeting participants. Consensus formed around making 

enforcement friendlier and less punitive. 
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• The public meeting participants were evenly divided on the factors that 

are most important when parking, with the Free+Available Option tied 

with Convenient+Available Option as the most preferred. 

• There is interest in integrating valet parking as part of the overall parking 

solution. However, there were some who disagreed. 
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APPENDIX 

Public Meeting Announcement & Flyer 
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Public Meeting Boards 
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