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Vision & Guiding Principles | ENVISION FRANKLIN 15

THE CITY SEEKS RESPONSIBLE AND PURPOSEFUL GROWTH THAT ENHANCES QUALITY OF LIFE, PROVIDES A DYNAMIC MIX OF LAND USES, AND 
PRESERVES ITS SCENIC BEAUTY. 

A. Strategic growth is encouraged in locations supported by existing City 
infrastructure and services or where they are planned to be provided 
in an efficient and orderly manner. The extension of infrastructure and 
public services should be used as a tool that strategically directs where 
growth should take place, not as a reactive response to development.

B. Regional commercial and employment centers should be focused along 
regional transportation facilities and at intersections of arterial streets.  
These areas should have a more compact land-use pattern to support 
the efficient use of resources and alternative transportation.

C. Land-use policies, infrastructure improvements, and community facility 
investments should be coordinated to maximize efficiency and public 
benefit while minimizing negative impacts of growth.

D. Annexation within the UGB should be approached in a comprehensive 
manner that promotes contiguity and orderly growth, efficient delivery 
of municipal services, and proactive planning for future development.      

E. Franklin should coordinate with Brentwood, Thompson’s Station, Spring 
Hill, Williamson County, and the Nashville Area MPO to manage the 
quality and density of growth along the City/UGB boundaries.

MANAGED GROWTH
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FIGURE 4.1: DESIGN CONCEPTS MAP
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The Development Reserve includes areas along the fringes of the Franklin UGB and is characterized by 
agricultural uses and single-family residential uses on significant acreage.  Public sewer access is unavailable 
in these areas.  Rural road widths are not capable of handling high traffic volumes.  New growth should only 
be encouraged in areas where adequate public water, sewer, and streets are available or are planned.  

A suitability analysis was performed to help determine where development reserve areas are located.  These 
areas should be subject to further planning in coordination with planned infrastructure improvements and 
public-service delivery. Until adequate infrastructure is available, the land-use recommendation is single-
family residential on lots of two acres or more.  New buildings should be designed around natural features to 
protect forested areas, hillsides and hilltops, streams, and tree rows.

Historic site features such as cemeteries, barns, accessory structures, and agriculturally related features should 
be preserved in their locations and context with careful site design around them to preserve the character of 
Franklin.

DEVELOPMENT RESERVE

“NEW BUILDINGS 

SHOULD BE DESIGNED 

AROUND NATURAL 

FEATURES TO 

PROTECT FORESTED 

AREA, HILLSIDES AND 

HILLTOPS, STREAMS, 

AND TREE ROWS.”


