


Plan Comparison

Adopted in 2004 Drafted 2015-2016

Includes:

15 Guiding Principles

7 Design Concepts

9 Character Areas

Includes:

8 Guiding Principles

17 Design Concepts

Issues in Implementation:

Conflicting recommendations

Lack of detail in both land use and design

Land use and development trends since 
adoption

New elements:

Design concepts include 
recommendations on land use, building 
form, and design

Special considerations for certain sites, 
particularly in Central Franklin and along 
scenic corridors

Links transportation, character, and 
design



Process and Outreach: 
Key Planning Issues
 Protection of Franklin’s distinctive identity and character, with central attributes identified as family-

friendly, historically distinctive, economically thriving, and education-focused

 Preservation of historic structures, neighborhoods, and established character

 Conservation of natural resources, open space, hills, and scenic vistas

 Management of growth and the need to proactively plan for and direct it, rather than reacting to it

 Improvement or extension of infrastructure to direct growth to appropriate areas instead of extending 

services in multiple directions based on development applications

 Desire for mixed-use, infill, and walkable development, districts, and neighborhoods

 Diversity in housing stock to provide options for a variety of ages, incomes, family sizes, and 

preferences

 Congested major thoroughfares due to over-reliance on arterials from lack of neighborhood 

connectivity

 Evolving transportation needs and desires, including frequent and convenient regional and local 

mass transit and on-demand travel options

 Demand for more sidewalks and bicycle facilities

 Underuse of the Harpeth River as an asset, public amenity, and recreational resource

 High land costs driving pressure for higher density and intensity in new developments

 Consistent high demand and low vacancy rates for Class A office space.



Envision Franklin Vision

“Franklin will be a connected community of vibrant neighborhoods 

anchored by its historic downtown. The City seeks to strategically 

manage growth while preserving historic resources and natural 

beauty.  Exceptionally designed places will enhance Franklin’s 

distinctive character and foster continued economic vitality.”



Envision Franklin Guiding Principles

The principles further define the vision and reflect the desired planning 

practices and respectful use of land and resources. The guiding 

principles are organized around eight themes:

1. Managed Growth

2. Economic Vitality

3. Vibrant Neighborhoods

4. Historic Preservation

5. Natural Beauty

6. Exceptional Design

7. Connected Community

8. Context-Responsive Infill
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Outreach Schedule--DRAFT

Meeting Date Time Location

BOMA/FMPC Joint Workshop Thursday, July 28 5:30 p.m. City Hall Training Room

Planning Commission Special Work Session Saturday, August 20 7:45 a.m.-4 p.m. Eastern Flank

Development Review Team Monday, August 22 1:00 p.m. DSCR

Downtown Franklin Association Thursday, September 1 TBD TBD

Franklin Tomorrow Board Meeting Tuesday, September 20 7:30 a.m. TBD

Envision Franklin Open House—City Hall Monday, September 26 4:30-7:30 p.m. City Hall Hallway

Envision Franklin Open House—CSCC Tuesday, September 27 7:30-9:30 a.m. CSCC-Admin Bldg

Design Professionals Meeting Wednesday, October 5 7:00-8:00 a.m. City Hall Training Room

Franklin Rotary at Breakfast Wednesday, October 12 7:00-8:00 a.m. Vanderbilt Legends

Chamber Luncheon Booth Tuesday, October 18 11:00-1:00 p.m. Embassy Suites

FT Breakfast with the Mayors Tuesday, October 26 7:30-9:00 a.m. Rolling Hills Church

BOMA/FMPC Joint Workshop Presentation Thursday, November 17 TBD City Hall Training Room
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