
 
 
January 9, 2015 
 
To:  Lisa R. Clayton 

Parks Director 
City of Franklin 
 

Proposal:   Wings of Hope Statue to be erected at  
Pinkerton Park in Franklin, TN 

 
 
What is the goal of this project?  
The goal of this project is to secure a sacred space at Pinkerton Park for our bereaved 
families to gather, remember and grieve for pregnancies or infants lost. It will also be a 
symbol of Hope gifted by the citizen of Williamson County to remind them that they are 
not alone and a reminder of the beautiful life all around them in nature’s setting.  This 
space will be available for use any time by bereaved families and be part of annual 
memorial events.  There is no such space in Williamson County.   
 
How does it benefit the community?  
Our community would benefit greatly by having a sacred space specifically for the 
bereaved who have lost a child; it would be a symbol that he/she is not alone with his/her 
grieving – that our whole community feels the loss of a child in our community – not 
knowing what his or her contribution would have been.   Also, some families may not 
have the financial ability or the opportunity to arrange funerals, burial services, a 
headstone, or any sacred place to remember their baby.   
Some families received nothing if the fetus was lost prior to 20 weeks gestational age.  
The Wings of Hope monument would provide these families something tangible.   



Please see attachment A.   
To date, 300+ families have signed the petition to have a Wings of Hope statue erected 
at Pinkerton Park. 
 
What is the SHARING of Middle TN organization?   
 
SHARING of Middle TN, Inc. is a support group for parents who have experienced 
miscarriage, stillbirth, or early infant loss. Meetings are designed to help parents, 
grandparents, siblings, and loved ones sort through the grief process in a safe 
environment among others who have experienced similar losses.  SHARING holds open 
free support meetings twice a month in Nashville. Through this connection, grieving 
families are brought together through the shared loss of a pregnancy or infant. Groups 
are led by parents, and attended by health care professionals. SHARING is a chapter of 
National Share Pregnancy and Infant Loss, Inc. and has been in operation for over 25 
years in Middle Tennessee. 
 
Has a location been identified at Pinkerton Park? 
Yes.   
 
Please see attachment B. 
 
Have the contractors been identified to complete this project? 
 
Yes.  MTSU has agreed to complete the concrete portion of this project.  They will create 
walkway to the monument, concrete circular floor pad, concrete wall and concrete 
pedestal for Angel of Hope monument.   
Please note that MTSU has awarded grant monies to SHARING that will need to be 
utilized by July 1, 2015 
 
Dr. Heather Brown, MTSU: Department Chair and Associate Professor of Concrete 
Industry will over see the concrete portion of this project. 
 
Josh Cornwall, Contractor/Owner of Dusty & Son Concrete LLC will be performing the 
concrete work.   
 
John Watts, Professor at O'Moore College of Design will sculpt the Angel of Hope 
Monument and transport the monument to Pinkerton Park. 
 
Can you describe the sacred space area? 
 
Yes.  The sidewalk would be wheel chair accessible and extend to the concrete circular 
pad.  The circumference of the pad would be 28 feet.  There would be a 4-foot walk path 
around the parameter of the circular pad.  4-foot in from the edge, a memorial wall would 
be constructed of concrete.   This wall would begin at 2 feet and peak to 4 feet, and then 
gradually descend to 2 feet.  This wall will be 8 inches in thickness.  The top of the wall 
would be peaked to discourage climbing by visitors.  The wall would be stamped to 



resemble large rocks.  Each rock would contain a child’s name to be memorialized.  The 
name would be sand blasted into the concrete wall.  This wall will accommodate 1200 
names.   10 feet in from the wall will stand the Wings of Hope Monument.  We will work 
with the Parks Department to also include flowering annuals and park benches (for donor 
gifted purposes).   
 
Please see attachment C. 
 
Can you give the specifications/materials in the Wings of Hope statue? 
 
Yes.  The Wings of Hope statue will be an original art piece, created from limestone.  It 
will be hand sculpted by Professor John Watts.  Its height would be 50 inches, 24 inches 
wide and 20 inches deep.  The statue would sit on a 2 foot by 2-foot pedestal. The statue 
depicts a woman, a mother, swaddling a newborn with an angel (child) perched on each 
of her shoulders.   The statue would have the words “Hope,” engraved on the banner 
located at the bottom of the statue.  It would also have detailed wings of a butterfly worn 
by this woman on the back of the statue. 
 
Who will handle the personalization of memorial rocks on wall? 
 
SHARING of Middle TN will offer personalization of rocks twice a year.  SHARING would 
collect monies and coordinate with contractor. 
 
Will this sacred space need any on-going maintenance? 
 
No.  The concrete would be reinforced and would not need any yearly maintenance.   It is 
highly recommended not to power wash.  If statue becomes dirty and dusty, simply use a 
light broom. 
 
SHARING of Middle TN is willing to keep a maintenance fund available to the City of 
Franklin Parks with a minimum of $500 in the account for any emergency repairs that 
may arise. 
 
What is the project time line? 
 
Construction would begin in late spring 2015.  SHARING would hold a dedication 
ceremony on the first Saturday in October 2015.  
 
Please note that MTSU has awarded grant monies that will need to be utilized by July 1, 2015 
SHARING of Middle TN would like to kick off campaigns to collect funds for this project at the October 4, 
2014 Walk for Remembrance & Hope event that is held (every year) at Pinkerton Park.   

 
Attachment A: 



 
 
    Web link to Petition:         https://www.change.org/p/williamson-county-approve-a-
sacred-space-for-an-angel-of-hope-statue-to-be-erected-at-a-park-in-our-local-community 

https://www.change.org/p/williamson-county-approve-a-sacred-space-for-an-angel-of-hope-statue-to-be-erected-at-a-park-in-our-local-community
https://www.change.org/p/williamson-county-approve-a-sacred-space-for-an-angel-of-hope-statue-to-be-erected-at-a-park-in-our-local-community


 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment B:   
 

 
 
 
 



  

 
 



  

 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment C: 
 
 
 
 
 


